
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  August Newsletter 



 

Marjorie Collins MBE 

 

It was with great sadness that we attended the funeral of Marjorie 

Collins.  As you might expect, the church was full – perhaps a couple 

of hundred people there – family, friends, some of the people who 

have benefited from the work of Marjorie over many years. 

 

It was sad, of course, but there was a sense of hope when we looked 

at the impact her work had had over many years – many people, 

especially those in the area, affected by Multiple Sclerosis have every 

reason to look upon her life with a tremendous sense of gratitude for 

the love and hope she had blessed them with.  It was a magnificent 

thank you to Marjorie and her family for their work over the past many 

years. 

 

Marjorie was the prime mover in setting up the centre which bears her 

name, but we must not forget that she was active at national level, with 

valuable input into the building of Brambles and she found time latterly 

to become the President, not only of the Redbridge Branch, but also of 

the Herts and Essex Region. 

 

It is our intention to arrange a memorial service for her in which we  

can recognise more fully the tremendous debt we owe her. 

Stop press: see the item “Your Branch Committee” 



 

Dates for your diary 

 

Tuesday 14 August  Olympic Tea at the Centre. No lunch but  

entertainment at 11.30 and celebratory tea at 1.30 (taking place as I 

type this!!) 

Wednesday 15 August Cinema Club 

Friday 17 August  Docklands Canal Boat Trip 

 

Monday 27 August  Centre closed – Bank Holiday 

 

Tuesday 4 September Committee Meeting 

 

Friday 7 September  First Aid Course at the Centre 

 

Thursday 13 September Thursday evening group 

 

Sunday 16 September Family Fun Day and Hog Roast (see flyer) 

     Don’t miss this – the event of the summer!! 

 

 



 

Magnificent Fundraisers! 

 

We have been extraordinarily lucky the past few months to receive the 

donations generated by three magnificent fundraisers. 

Paul Lydon, son of Jenny, has again run a marathon and sent us the 

proceeds of his sponsors gifts.  To date we have received £1112 – 

magnificent! 

     

 

Alan Seabrook, a new name to me and perhaps to most of you, cycled 

from Paris to London and raised £1120. If anyone knows Alan, we 

would like to get in touch with him and his wife, who has MS. 

      

 

 



 

 

Martin Bates, son of Diane and Barry, tried something different – 

together with a group of friends he rowed across the channel! At 

present we have no idea how much he raised for the Centre. 

                                          

 

We are very fortunate to have not one but three people who are willing 

and able to undertake one gruelling task or another to raise much 

needed money for us... 

Friends and family can be powerful support not only for their relatives 

with MS but for all who are supported by the Redbridge Branch and its 

centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cinema Club 

 

As many of you know, we have started a monthly cinema club to take 

advantage of our upgraded equipment at the Centre. 

 

The shows take place on a Wednesday with a 1.30 start. We can offer 

the usual cinema staples of hot dogs and choc ices.  

If you are interested, let us know so that we can cater properly. 

 

Do you have a favourite film or type of film? I’m a ”Casablanca” fan, 

myself, or a good Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra, type of musical. What 

would you like to see on the big screen? 

 

                                 

   

 

 

 



Your Branch Committee 

Probably the most important factor in the smooth and efficient running 

of any organisation is effective communications – communication with 

and between members, communication with other branches and with 

Head Office and communication with outside organisations – whether it 

be by spoken word, by newsletter or through the electronic media. With 

this in mind, Redbridge Branch committee has put in hand a new 

initiative whereby we will seek the views and comments of members 

who attend the Marjorie Collins Centre by holding a regular open 

forum. The first of these took place on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

the 23
rd

, 24
th
 and 26

th 
of July and one of the first points raised was that 

members would like to be made aware in the Newsletter of what sort of 

things are discussed and decided by the committee that they – the 

members- had elected at the Annual Meeting – a very reasonable 

suggestion.  Confidentiality of course must play a part, but  that in 

mind, this is the first “Committee Page” that we intend will form part of 

this and future newsletters. 

 

We have been considering what would be a suitable memorial to 

our founder and branch president, Marjorie Collins. There will be 

an event in memory of Marjorie on Tuesday the 16
th
 of October 

and we hope as many members as possible will be able to attend. 

Further details to follow. 

The committee  has unfortunately lost the services of Fred Smart, 

who has resigned to move on to other things.  We have however 

co-opted Mary O’Shea on to the branch committee.   She is a 

long standing friend  of the branch and her mother attended the 

Centre some years ago. Mary is a previous Mayoress of 



Redbridge and we look forward to working with her and with her 

husband, Jim, a previous Mayor of the Borough. 

A full report of the “open forum” meetings will be considered by 

the committee at its next meeting and we offer a big thank you to 

all members who contributed to those meetings. We intend to 

hold similar meetings on a regular basis, probably every two 

months. 

Finance is always part of our discussions, and in order to spread 

the load of fundraising we are hoping  that as many members as 

are able will have a collecting box at home to receive any loose 

change.  Shirley Sasse is co-ordinating this, so please contact her 

at the centre if you can help in this way by having a collecting box 

at home. 

Following discussions at the last committee meeting, the 

committee has decided to raise the cost of a meal at the centre 

from £3 to £4 with effect from 1
st
 of September. 

 

The next regular committee meeting is scheduled for the 11
th
 of 

September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWBRIDGE SCHOOL 

PRESENTS 

A  

CELEBRATION DAY  

WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 

 

AT GRESHAM DRIVE CAMPUS  

ON 

SATURDAY 15
TH

 SEPTEMBER 2012  

 

1.00pm to 5.00 pm 

AN AFTERNOON OF ENTERTAINMENT, FOOD  

AND INFORMATION  

FREE ADMISSION 

 

TRADITIONAL DRESS WELCOME 

NEWBRIDGE SCHOOL 

GRESHAM DRIVE CAMPUS  

CHADWELL HEATH  

RM6 4TR 

THIS IS A MULTI CULTURAL CELEBRATION DAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

16th September 
The Marjorie Collins 
Centre 
237 Grove Rd 
Chadwell Heath 
Romford 
Rm6 4XF 
12pm to 7pm 
 

http://www.msredbridge.org 

http://www.msredbridge.org/


*msredbridge.org* 
This was mentioned in the last newsletter but I thought I would go into little more 

detail. 

This is the new branch website which has been up for a few weeks now; I am a 

bit surprised not to have any comments about the website so far! Good or bad, it 

would be nice to have some sort of feedback (we live in hope but I am not 

holding my breath). If you do have any suggestions on how to improve the site let 

me know and we will take look at them. Apart from the website there is a forum 

where you can have your say, make comments,  constructive ones we hope and 

not just slagging us off . I dare say some will, but that’s life. There is a section 

where you buy, sell or swop thing you no longer need or want or give them away. 

You can put pictures on the forum for others to see - not nudes ones, there are 

some people in this world  you do not want to see in the nude. Somewhere to talk 

about your hobbies and interests also a joke section so if you know any good 

jokes you can put them there as well , even if they’re not that good. And a game 

section so if you get that bored with the forum you can always play a game  

All we ask is that you register to participate and have your say. It does not cost 

you a penny except for your internet connection which you pay anyway.  

These are not Joe’s words but mine (Edward) 



 

HEADQUARTERS 

The Multiple Sclerosis Society 

Of Great Britain & Northern Ireland 

372 Edgware Road. 

London NW2 6ND 

tel  : 020 8438 0700  

(+) Plus M.S Helpline 0808 800 8000  

 Registered Charity Number 1139257 Registered as a limited company 

in England and Wales 07451571 


